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Plumas-Sierra Noxious WEEDS Management Group 
“We Eradicate Exotic and Detrimental Species” 

   
Notes of July 23rd, 2003 Meeting 

 
 In attendance: 
 

     
Tim called the meeting to order at approximately 10:10 a.m. at the Plumas-Sierra Department of 
Agriculture’s Boardroom, 208 Fairgrounds Road, Quincy, California. The meeting notes of May 
21st, 2003 were approved with no corrections or additions. 

 
SB1740 Project Updates  

 
    YST Control on Private Lands Cooperative Project 

Tim passed out a handout showing the yellow starthistle program comparison from this year and 
last year.  In the 2002 season there were 19 participants with 499 reported infested acres and 286 
reported treated acres. In the current 2003 to date there are 33 participants with 390 reported 
infested acres and 79 reported treated acres. Tim reported that this year the program has been 
simplified, a lot of neighbors passing on the program by word of mouth. Mostly this year’s 
participants have smaller acreage and he is still encouraging treatment. Karl announced a 
participant that has just joined with 150 acres.  

 
 
 

Allan Abrams 
Plumas-Sierra Cattlemens 
(530) 994-3173 
 

Holly George 
Plumas-Sierra UCCE 
(530) 283-6262 

Karl Bishop 
Plumas-Sierra Agriculture Department 
(530) 283-6365 
 

Jim Belsher-Howe 
Plumas National Forest 
(530) 283-7657 

Chris Christofferson 
Plumas National Forest 
(530) 532-7420 

Carri Pirosko 
California Department of Food & Agriculture 
(530) 545-9119 
 

Ed Finley 
California Department of Food & Agriculture 
(530) 224-2425 
 

Debbie Rexroth 
Plumas-Sierra Agriculture Department 
(530) 283-6365 
 

Bob Farnworth 
Land Owner 
(530) 283-2833 

Duane Scheurer 
California Department of Transportation 
(530) 218-2392 
 

Tim Gibson 
Plumas-Sierra Agriculture Department 
(530) 283-6365 
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Perennial Pepperweed on Private Lands Cooperative Project 
Tim reported that the 2003 season for the Tall whitetop program currently has 11 participants and 
is growing. He announced that this is a potential problem weed in Sierra Valley. Karl agreed and 
remarked on this weed problem on roadside along A-23. He also reported that a property owner 
that had a small patch of tall whitetop last year and sprayed with Telar and it has not returned this 
year. 
 
Chris inquired on how many years does it take to get control on Tall whitetop? Karl replied two 
years, one year gets most of it and the second year gets rid of the rest.   
 
Reports/Plans    
Tim reported that there are two reports due by the end of the month, the SB1740 quarterly report 
and the National Fish and Wildlife year-end final report. Tim will have copies of these reports 
available at the next meeting.  
 
Roadside 
Karl reported that yellow starthistle roadside spraying is currently active, route has been completed 
and now we are going back through for everything else that may have been missed or coming up 
as a result of the summer rains. Indian Valley looking good with vast improvement on roadside, 
feed back from ranchers stating positive impact. Tall whitetop in Sierra Valley looking good with 
just a few terrible spots that are being addressed. Scotch broom will start back up in the fall.  
 
Karl reported in his travels seeing much more yellow starthistle than expected and Linda will be 
getting on it. Karl explained due to budget restraints Linda is also doing the insect trapping during 
this busy season.  The group joined into discussion and various issues such as Rush skeletonweed, 
Fiddleneck, control methods, herbicides, and bio-control. 
 
Weed Free Forage 
Karl reported that the updates on Weed Free Forage are pretty similar to the last meeting. Karl 
distributed a MOU between United State Forest Service, California Department of Food and 
Agriculture, and California Agricultural Commissioners and Sealers Association. In this MOU, 
Weed Free Forage would be able to be certified in pre and post harvest, mostly following the QC 
circular guidelines. Karl requested that if there are any comments please get them to him as 
quickly as possible. The group joined in discussion on various issues including approved feed 
mills.   
 
PNF Noxious Weed Treatment Proposed Action 
Chris reported that there has been a change in NEPA laws. Now there is a possibility that a 
Categorical Exclusion may be done on some acres, although there is an acre limit. He also reported 
that forest service crews pulled 5 different sites of tall whitetop last week. A this time the Proposed 
Action is stalled until further information on the Forest Management Plan, maps were supplied 
from the roadside database. Chris reported that fact is we are trying to do something that’s shows 
good faith. Discussion occurred on the process for the Categorical Exclusion, Karl reported on the 
process that the Tahoe National Forest used. Chris reported the Proposed action would still need to 
be done by the end of August. 
 
 
 
Plumas-Sierra County Fair 
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Debbie reported this year’s county fair will be held on August 13th thru 17th, 2003. P.S. WEEDS 
will have a weed identification booth with informational items and give-a-ways, these give-a-ways 
will be pencils, weed tattoos, key chains, and balloons that will be filled with helium at the booth. 
Debbie announces the need for volunteers are very much needed from P.S. WEEDS partners to 
make this a continuing success. 
 
2003 Strategic Plan 
Karl reported that he is still working on the 2003 Strategic Plan and will try to have done by the 
next meeting. 
 
Turner Canyon Dalmatian Toadflax 
Karl reported that on the Turner Canyon Dalmatian Toadflax site it took the Forest Service 
approximately one year to complete the NEPA Process, during this time the site went from one 
acre to a solid 1.5 acres. It was treated once last year, then treated this year in early June and again 
a couple of weeks ago, and is scheduled to be treated again the middle of August. Karl wished this 
site could have been caught and treated earlier. The group joined into discussion regarding 
monitoring pictures and the use of dye.  
 
RAC Funds 
Tim inquired if there were any RAC Funds for this year. Karl replied that he delayed the Sierra 
County RAC funds until next year, foreseeing the budget restraints will be even tougher next year. 
The Plumas County RAC proposal will be done for next year also. Discussion occurred in regards 
to the amount of documentation needed since these are federal funds.  
 
Carri Pirosko 
Carri Pirosko, Department of Food and Agriculture passed out several new weed educational 
materials and updated the group upcoming events. 
 
Next Meeting  
The next meeting will is scheduled for Thursday, September 18th, 2003 at 10:00a.m. It will be held 
at the Plumas-Sierra Counties Department of Agriculture Conference Room, 208 Fairgrounds Rd, 
in Quincy, California. Agenda items may be submitted in advance or on the day of the meeting. 
 
Meeting Adjourned at 11:25 am. 
 
 
Meeting notes submitted by Debbie Rexroth, Plumas-Sierra Counties Department of Agriculture 


